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Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Ambassador Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 
 

 
 

  
 
 

          Date Built: 1935  
          Seating Capacity: 1049 
          Architect: John J Zink 
          Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
          Refrigeration: Frick Company 
          Refrigeration Details:  80 TR, Freon-12 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Ambassador Theatre 
WASHINGTON DC 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1923 
          Seating Capacity: 1700 
         Architect: Thomas Lamb 
         Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
         Refrigeration: Frick Company 
         Refrigeration Details: 90 TR, Freon-12 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Arcade Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 

 
 

  
 

          Date Built: 1928  
          Seating Capacity: 1000 
          Architect: Oliver B Wright 
          Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
          Refrigeration: Frick Company 
          Refrigeration Details:  50 TR, Freon-12 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Boulevard Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 

 
 

 
 

          Date Built: 1921  
          Seating Capacity: 1500 
          Architect: Ewald G Blanke 
          Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
          Refrigeration: Frick Company 
          Refrigeration Details:  90 TR, Freon-12 



 
 
 

 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Circle Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1920 
          Seating Capacity: 1800 
         Architect: Henry P Hopkins 
         Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
         Refrigeration: Frick Company 
         Refrigeration Details: 50 TR, Freon-12 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Cluster Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 

 
 
 
 

          Date Built: 1921  
          Seating Capacity: 600 
          Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
          Refrigeration: Frick Company 
          Refrigeration Details: 40 TR, Ammonia 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Forest Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1919 
          Seating Capacity: 650 
         Architect: Edward H Glidden 
         Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
         Refrigeration: Frick Company 
         Refrigeration Details: 30 TR, Freon-12 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Grand Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1929 remodelled 
          Seating Capacity: 1647 
         Architect: Henry L Maas 
         Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
         Refrigeration: Frick Company 
         Refrigeration Details:  80 TR, Freon-12 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Horn Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

          Date Built: 1920 
          Seating Capacity: 622 
         Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
         Refrigeration: Frick Company 
         Refrigeration Details:  40 TR, Freon-12 
 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Irvington Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 
 

 
 
 
 

          Date Built: 1920 (converted to Church use) 
          Seating Capacity: 600 
         Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
         Refrigeration: Frick Company 
         Refrigeration Details:  40 TR, Freon-12 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Northway Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1937 
          Seating Capacity: 642 
          Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
          Refrigeration: Frick Company 
          Refrigeration Details: 45 TR, Freon-12 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Patterson Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1930 
          Seating Capacity: 900 
         Architect: John J Zink 
         Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
         Refrigeration: Frick Company 
         Refrigeration Details:  70 TR, Freon-12 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

Reed Theatre 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1917 
          Seating Capacity: 1400 
          Architect: John J Zink 
          Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
          Refrigeration: Frick Company 
          Refrigeration Details: 76 TR, Freon-12 
 
 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres  
1917-1932 

 

State Theatre 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

 
 

 
 
 

          Date Built: 1927 
          Seating Capacity: 2044 
          Architect: George Schmidt & C C Fulton Leser  
         Air Conditioning: Paul J Vincent Company 
         Refrigeration: Frick Company 
         Refrigeration Details: 60 TR, Freon-12 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Air Conditioning American Movie Theatres 
 
 
 
 

Note 
 
In 1930, Brunswick-Kroeschell and York Heating (a Division of York Ice Machinery) merged with Carrier 
Engineering Corporation to form Carrier Corporation.  Both these companies  made CO2 refrigerating equipment. 
As the major theatre chains introduced larger, more luxurious, movie theatres, the larger capacity Carrier 
centrifugal water chilling equipment largely dominated the market. Smaller theatres, as in Baltimore, used Frick 
compressors operating with the CFC refrigerant Freon-12 (R-12), developed by Thomas Midgley in 1930. 
 
This means that in all those theatres listed as using Freon-12 refrigerant for air conditioning by Frick, this was 
installed between 1931 and 1940 (the date of the Vincent catalogue listing). 
 
In 1935, the Wittenmeier Machine Company was advertising the use of CO2, Freon and Methyl Chloride 
refrigerants. Fred Wittenmeier had died in 1928. 

  
 


